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SUBJECT Resistance to the Collective Farms 
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Ic The Slaveevo (RG«>6328) Cooperative tjae forined in X9l|95 it extended over 
approximately 10^,060 decares and had two tractors ^ a combine harvester^ 
and an unkncra^m number* of draft animals « 

2o The formation of the Coop^^rative was preceded by an inte^isive propaganda, 
eampaign^ and force, including beatings and imprisonments^ was en^loyed 
to persuade villagers to join. Tl;:® Cooperative was still in existence 
in October 1951, but tsmny of the pea?sants had left to seek employ[n€ 3 nt in 
the towns^ 

3o m 19t9, shortly after the foimat5-on of the Slaveevo Cooperative ^ a 
propaganda campaign was in3.tiated in the neighboring village of Ledsha 
(RG--5926) for tlie foimatlon of a similar cooperative ^ This campaign 
was vigorously opposed by the villagers, including local comrrmnis.t party 
members, i/ho argued that the cooperative system was not suited to Bulgaria 
aiKi that the Slaveevo easperlment iiad been a failure* 

In October 195l.i> ^ a result of i^iis opposition, only 2? Cornmunists 
remained of a party membership which numbered 120 in 191^9 1 . The remainder^ 
including Dimitur Slavov Venev* Cosmitunist Party Secretary, and Yordan 
Petrov, Comunist Party OfficlaJ., had been esjpelledf. The cooperative 
still liad not been foiviedo 
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